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The ocean and the atmosphere are linked in ways that are only just beginning 

to be fully understood. Like siblings, the sky above us and the waters around us 

share many characteristics—most notably these days a need to be protected. 

We are siblings working on a shared agenda to defend both—an agenda that 

will define the future for many millions of brothers, sisters, fathers, mothers, 

friends, and neighbors, as well as life-forms on the land and in the seas, now 

and for generations to come.

Fortunately, governments around the world are beginning to understand 

the challenge, and are expected to deliver—or at least make progress toward 

—two important agreements this year: a new global treaty to protect marine 

life in international waters, and a climate-change accord to safeguard the 

atmosphere. Together with a suite of Sustainable Development Goals, these 

agreements will serve as crucial road signs indicating the path to be followed 

by the world’s national economies over the next 15 years and beyond.

Excerpt from “One Earth, One Ocean” (2015) by Christiana Figueres and former  

Costa Rican President José María Figueres.
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Instructions 
Create an Emerge poem using the excerpt on the front of this card. Mark 
out words and phrases with a marker so that other expressions can Emerge 
from the author’s original work. Share your work through social media 
and tag your poem with #PoetsForScience and #TravelingStanzas. 
Also consider sharing to #ScienceMarch. If you’d like, mail your poem 
to a friend or loved one by using a first class stamp. Through the 
collaborative efforts of The Wick Poetry Center and The March For 
Science we proudly stand together to advocate for the conservation of 
our environment and the importance of science through the intimate 
and inclusive voice of poetry.
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Christiana Figueres
Former Executive Secretary 
of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
known for her leadership on 
the Paris Climate Agreement


